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Supporting research and early career endeavors of scientists in drug discovery and development

> From the President

Dear Colleagues:

We are in the midst of great change in health care – driven by
the twin storms of the COVID–19 pandemic and a nationwide
reckoning with systemic racism that has magnified the vast
disparities among the country’s most vulnerable patients. We
all have a responsibility to act to correct these imbalances and
build a world in which health care is a right of all Americans.

In our last newsletter, we shared with you details of our new
award aimed at addressing inequities in health care. The four recipients of the 2021
Valuing Diversity: Addressing Health Disparities Challenge Award all identified important
methods for building value frameworks that are representative of all patients. These
awards are just the beginning of a broader shift towards rethinking value assessment in a
way that more accurately identifies and addresses the everyday drivers of health
inequities.

By investing more resources towards diversifying the field of value assessment research
and expanding opportunities for underrepresented communities in the pharmaceutical and
biomedical sciences, the Foundation is providing leadership and solutions for the future.

In this newsletter, we share details of yet another exciting new step in this effort: our new
Advanced Technology and Data program – which is expected to launch in early 2022
and will leverage health care technology and data in innovative ways to better understand
the factors driving low participation of underrepresented groups in clinical trials and aid in
the development of strategies to increase participation among these groups. These
technologies will help us collect and translate data into practical guidance for research and
development, ideally improving treatment safety and efficacy for minority and
underrepresented populations. More information is provided below.

In this issue of the newsletter, you’ll also find:

The latest news from the Foundation’s Value Assessment Initiative – including new
award recipients and recent accomplishments from our Value Assessment Centers
of Excellence.

Information about our latest fellowship offerings in Drug Discovery, Drug Delivery,
Translational Medicine and Health Outcomes Research. Applications will open for
our Translational Medicine and Health Outcomes programs in mid-December and
applications will be due February 1, 2022.

http://www.phrmafoundation.org/awards/value-assessment-initiative/valuing-health-equity-challenge-award/
http://www.phrmafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/PF-Health-Equity-Challenge-Award-Winners_Final-3.31.2021.pdf
http://www.phrmafoundation.org/value-assessment/
http://www.phrmafoundation.org/centers-of-excellence-in-value-assessment/
http://www.phrmafoundation.org/awards/
http://www.phrmafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/PhRMA_Foundation_2017_Annual_Report.pdf
http://www.phrmafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/PhRMA_Foundation_2017_Annual_Report.pdf
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/about/ref=smi_aas_redirect?ie=UTF8&%2AVersion%2A=1&%2Aentries%2A=0


A profile of an outstanding Foundation alumni – Paul Campbell, PhD, who is
helping make important inroads in research efforts to better understand and treat
pancreatic cancer.

Lastly, I have a bittersweet announcement to make: after more than two decades, this will
be my last year with the Foundation. I have seen the organization grow and evolve,
moving drug discovery and development in profound and promising ways. There has been
bold, sweeping change, and with it, we have made extraordinary progress.

Over the past 22 years, I have worked with so many wonderful people; the committee
members, the Board, my staff, colleagues, and the award recipients, to name a few. To
this day, there is nothing more rewarding than the news of a Foundation fellow making
waves in the field. I’m so proud to have been a part of the career journeys of nearly 900
scientists during my tenure. They are incredible professionals and people, who I know will
bring us to a new era of equitable, effective, and empowering health care. I’m grateful to
have had this wonderful experience.

The Foundation has announced that Amy M. Miller, PhD, will be its new President,
starting on August 16, and with Dr. Miller’s extensive health policy and leadership
experience, I am confident that the Foundation’s future is very bright.

In the meantime, I want to thank each and every one of you who I have had the pleasure
of working with and who have contributed so much to our success over these many years.

Sincerely,

Eileen Cannon
President
PhRMA Foundation

Foundation Centers of Excellence Develop New Tools for
Assessing Value in Health Care
pVALUE: ‘Multi-Criteria Decision Assessment’ Offers an Exciting New
Tool for Determining Health Costs and Benefits

Traditional measures of value used in cost-effectiveness analyses are not, by definition,
fully comprehensive or sufficiently flexible to allow for the inclusion of all the criteria that
patients, payers, clinicians or other health care stakeholders believe are important. As a
result, they may produce an incomplete picture of a given treatment’s value.

But a novel decision-making approach could soon help stakeholders see a more complete
picture of value. Multi-criteria decision analysis (MCDA) offers a scientifically rigorous
decision-making tool capable of including multiple criteria that are important to
stakeholders. This tool has been applied in a variety of sectors, such as investment
banking and environmental management, but so far, its application to health care has
been limited.

At the University of Colorado’s Center for Pharmaceutical Value (pValue) – one of the
PhRMA Foundation’s four Centers of Excellence in Value Assessment – researchers are
developing and testing MCDA value assessment applications that encourage stakeholder
engagement and promote value-based decision-making.

You can learn more about how MCDA works, and how pValue is using it to inform value
assessment by visiting the MCDA page at the Foundation’s website.

pValue also recently advanced new ideas for modifying impact inventory tables, with a
collaborative paper written by pValue’s Brett McQueen, PhD, and Julia Slejko, PhD, of

https://pharmacy.cuanschutz.edu/research/research-centers/pvalue
http://www.phrmafoundation.org/multi-criteria-decision-analysis-mcda/


the Patient-Driven Values in Healthcare Evaluation (PAVE) Center of Excellence. In the
paper, published in PharmacoEconomics, the authors propose modifying the generic
impact inventory table with disease-specific applications, using a two-step process that
engages patients and cross-disciplinary collaborations to more consistently incorporate
patient-centeredness in value assessment.

The full paper is available online here.

PAVE: Patient-Centered Value Assessment Hepatitis C (HCV) Treatment
Puts Patients First

Researchers at the Patient-Driven Values in Healthcare Evaluation (PAVE) Center of
Excellence, based at the University of Maryland School of Pharmacy and supported by the
PhRMA Foundation, recently constructed a novel economic model to assess the value of
Hepatitis C (HCV) treatments in new ways and seek better outcomes for patients.

PAVE researchers incorporated two new patient-informed treatment outcomes — infected
life-years and workdays missed – to assess HCV treatments. PAVE’s approach considers
the whole picture of what makes a disease expensive by factoring in the direct medical
costs of a treatment, and the costs incurred by both patients and caregivers (i.e., cost of
time, loss of salary, loss of productivity).

According to PAVE analysis, traditional value assessments only include 25% of the value
assessment elements that patients care about. Most previous assessments of HCV
treatments, for example, focused solely on the cure, failing to address other challenges
faced by HCV-positive patients.

The team developed a novel, more patient-centered methodology in collaboration with a
stakeholder advisory board, including several HCV patients, that can lower costs and
workdays missed and improve Quality-Adjusted Life-Years (QALYs).

You can learn more by viewing PAVE’s summary of its HCV project .

CEVA: Examining the Impact of Data Dashboards and Inventory Tables in
Value Assessment

Researchers at the CEVA (Center for Enhanced Value Assessment) Center of
Excellence, based at Tufts Medical Center, have been exploring the use of data
dashboards to convey information about a drug’s value, and reduce the need to collapse
dimensions of value to a single measure.

Led by Center Director Peter J. Neumann, ScD, the CEVA team’s work is examining the
potential for value assessment dashboards to present information in a more-clear manner
to stakeholders than has been previously the norm.

In a recent paper, Dr. Neumann reviewed the literature on U.S. Drug Value Assessment
Frameworks, recommending that health care decision-makers should be presented with
well-designed value dashboards containing various metrics, including conventional cost
per quality-adjusted life-year ratios as well as measures of a drug’s impact on clinical and
patient-centric outcomes, and on budgetary and distributional consequences – in order to
convey a drug’s value along different dimensions. The bottom-line: incremental cost per
quality-adjusted life-year ratio is a useful starting point for conversation about a drug’s
value, but it cannot reflect all of the elements of value about which different audiences
care deeply.

The full paper is available for viewing online.

Foundation Announces its 2021 Value Assessment Research
Award Recipients
The PhRMA Foundation has announced the recipients of its 2021 Value Assessment
Research Awards. A total of $300,000 was awarded to three teams whose proposals put
forward new, innovative strategies for assessing the value of medicines and health care

http://www.phrmafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/McQueen-Slejko2021_Article_TowardModifiedImpactInventoryT.pdf
https://www.pharmacy.umaryland.edu/centers/patient-driven-values-healthcare-evaluation-pave/
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1098301521015448?dgcid=author


services.

“We are once again honored to present the PhRMA Foundation’s Research Awards to a
talented group of researchers who are making important contributions to the field of value
assessment,” said Eileen Cannon, President of the PhRMA Foundation. “Each of this
year’s winners are working to broaden the current discourse surrounding health care value
by defining and measuring value in new ways that more accurately reflect patient
perspectives and better represent diverse communities.”

This year’s winners will each receive one-year grants of $100,000:

Diana Brixner, PhD, The University of Utah

Surachat Ngorsuraches, PhD, Auburn University, Harrison School of Pharmacy

Natalia Olchanski, PhD, Tufts Medical Center

Read Full Article

Foundation Publishes Mid-Year Review, Highlighting Value
Assessment Activities
Over the past four years, the PhRMA Foundation has made great strides in advancing
innovation in methods in value assessment. The Foundation recently published its latest
comprehensive listing of its various value assessment activities, ranging from research
funding to the publication of scholarly studies.

You can read the full listing here. 

Blog Explores Low-Value Care
and Health Equity
Beth Beaudin-Seiler, PhD, and Ani Turner,
MA, of the Research Consortium for Health
Care Value Assessment, recently published a
blog post at the Foundation’s website
exploring the mixed evidence demonstrating
the relationship between health care access
among disadvantaged populations and the
prevalence of low-value care – noting key
systemic costs that result from low-value care. 

You can read the blog post, titled “What Low-Value Care Means for Health Equity,” here.

COMING SOON IN VALUE ASSESSMENT!

SEPTEMBER: Patient-Centered Outcomes Webinar Series to Debut

The first in a series of webinars to be presented by the PhRMA Foundation on Patient-
Centered Outcomes (PCOs) will be held Friday, September 17 from 12:00 to 1:15 p.m.
Eastern Time.

Titled “Advancing Patient-Centered Outcomes and Impacts in Value Assessment,”
the series is intended to help advance a multi-stakeholder approach to enhance patient-
centricity in value assessment. A total of three webinars are planned in the series, which
will examine current trends in PCOs, as well as opportunities for future development of
PCO strategies in value assessment.

http://www.phrmafoundation.org/foundation-announces-2021-value-assessment-research-award-recipients/
http://www.phrmafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/2021-Value-Assessment-Research-Round-Up_Mid_Year-2021_7_19_21_final.pdf
https://www.hcvalueassessment.org/
http://www.phrmafoundation.org/2021/07/what-low-value-care-means-for-health-equity/


The September 17 webinar will cover the history, current landscape, and gaps to
advancing patient-centered outcomes and inclusive patient engagement in value
assessment.

To be added to the invitation list for this event, please email the Foundation at
foundation@phrma.org.
 
OCTOBER: Special Session on Health Disparities in Value Assessment

Don’t miss “Valuing Diversity: Addressing Health Disparities in Value Assessment,”
during the 43rd Annual North American Meeting of the Society for Medical Decision
Making (SMDM) on Monday, October 18, 2021 from 2:30 to 4:00 PM ET.

The historic events of 2020 have brought significant public health and social challenges
into stark relief. Unquestionably, the COVID-19 pandemic has magnified disparities in
health status and health care access, which can be linked to upstream determinants such
as a patient’s underlying socioeconomic environment. The persistence of serious health
disparities and inequities in the U.S. raises the question of whether we have placed
adequate value on eliminating them. This includes rethinking our conceptions of value,
addressing everyday drivers of health inequities, and increasing representation of diverse
populations in research, all of which affect how we make decisions about health care.     

Many researchers are seizing the opportunity to explore new methods and processes to
advance health equity in health care decision making. This panel discussion will present
research from four presenters focused on advancing methods in this area, including work
supported by the PhRMA Foundation. Presenters will include:

Eberechukwu Onukwugha, MS, PhD, Associate Professor of Pharmaceutical Health
Services Research, University of Maryland, Baltimore.
 
Eline M. van den Broek-Altenburg, PhD, Assistant Professor of Radiology and Vice-
Chair of Population Health Science, University of Vermont Medical Center.
 
Surachat Ngorsuraches, PhD, Associate Professor of Health Outcomes Research and
Policy, Harrison School of Pharmacy, Auburn University.
  
Leticia R. Moczygemba, PharmD, PhD, Associate Professor in the Health Outcomes
and Pharmacy Practice Division at The University of Texas College of Pharmacy, The
University of Texas at Austin.
 
Vakaramoko (Karam) Diaby, PhD, M.Sc., Assistant Professor in Department of
Pharmaceutical Outcomes and Policy, College of Pharmacy, University of Florida.

To learn more, visit the SMDM conference website.

Two New Challenge Awards to be Announced

The Foundation will release information about two new Value Assessment Challenge
Awards later this summer, focused on patient-centered outcomes and addressing health
disparity. Stay tuned for more details about how to apply! 

OTHER FOUNDATION NEWS

New Program Announcement:
Using Technology and Data in
Health Care to Increase
Diversity in Clinical Trials
The Foundation has developed a program
reflective of its new emphasis on promoting

mailto:foundation@phrma.org
https://smdm.org/meeting/43rd-annual-north-american-meeting
http://www.phrmafoundation.org/awards/


the use of Advanced Technology and Data
in research. This new program will use
technology and data to increase diversity in
clinical trials. It will be aimed at identifying
innovative and novel approaches in the use
of these resources to aid in understanding
and addressing the root causes and
complexities of racial and ethnic
underrepresentation in trials – and to help,
ultimately, to increase diversity in trial
participants.
The program will identify, develop, evaluate
and implement data- and technology-driven tools to improve or transform research
processes in ways that will reduce barriers, enhance recruitment and retention of more
diverse patient populations, and decrease the burden of trial participation and data
collection for patients and researchers.

The new Advanced Technology and Data Program  is expected to launch in early 2022.
Achieving appropriate racial and ethnic diversity in clinical trials is a key challenge in
health care, with significant challenges and consequences for patients, researchers,
physicians, health care delivery systems and society.

Clinical trials are essential in establishing the efficacy and safety of new therapies, but to
help deliver more informative data, they should include a pool of participants that reflects
the diversity of the population who will benefit from the new therapy.

Studies show that members of diverse racial or ethnic groups may respond differently to
the therapies being tested. Yet, many minority groups – particularly Black, Asian, and
Latino Americans – are all underrepresented in clinical trials. Use of results from trials with
appropriate racial and ethnic diversity can help better inform the understanding of benefits
and risk.

Organizations involved in the development and administration of clinical trials are in
search of new strategies to address these issues. Among the resources that could
potentially help are new, digitally based tools – ranging from social media to wearable
technology – that can dramatically improve the collection and use of data. In fact, the
efforts of biopharmaceutical companies and stakeholders over the past year to invest in
digital health technologies have helped lay the foundation for potential long-term changes
to the clinical trial process that could lead to a more streamlined approach to developing
new medicines.

The PhRMA Foundation believes that by better leveraging the power of these promising
data-yielding technologies, the health care sector can more effectively increase diversity in
clinical trials – which is important to the Foundation’s overall mission of fostering
transformative medical research. Its new Technology and Data Program is designed to do
just that.

More information about the program will follow in future editions of this newsletter. 

Foundation Drug Discovery and Drug Delivery Fellowship
Applications Being Reviewed
Applications for the Foundation’s 2022 Drug Discovery and Drug Delivery fellowships are
currently underway and will be reviewed and announced later this year.
Information about our latest fellowship offerings in Drug Discovery, Drug Delivery,
Translational Medicine and Health Outcomes Research is available at the Foundation’s
website, www.phrmafoundation.org.

Applications will open for our Translational Medicine and Health Outcomes programs in
mid-December and applications will be due February 1, 2022. More information will be
shared in our next newsletter.

http://www.phrmafoundation.org/awards/
http://www.phrmafoundation.org


Paul Campbell, PhD: Taking Aim at
Pancreatic Cancer
Cancer is the second most-common disease-related cause
of death in the United States (after heart disease), taking the
lives of hundreds of thousands of Americans every year.
Some forms of cancer are particularly deadly, including
pancreatic cancer, which Foundation alumnus Paul
Campbell, PhD, is working hard to eliminate.

Dr. Campbell, who received a Foundation Research Starter
Grant in 2016, is an Assistant Professor at the Marvin and
Concetta Greenberg Pancreatic Cancer Institute, part of the
Fox Chase Cancer Center in Philadelphia, PA., where he

specializes in cancer signaling.
He describes his goals as a cancer researcher are to “uncover novel targets for
therapeutic development, as well as be able to provide a better decision-making platform
for the drugs clinicians currently have as the standard of care.”

We recently held a virtual sit-down with Dr. Campbell to talk about his work. Read the
interview by clicking "Read More" below. 

Read More

Consider Donate to the Foundation
Through Amazon Smiles This Summer!
As always, the Foundation is available as one of the
supported charitable organizations in Amazon’s
AmazonSmiles program. During the remainder of August
and September, we are asking all Foundation alumni to
select us as your favorite charity when you make Amazon
purchases. Amazon will donate .5% of eligible purchases to
the PhRMA Foundation when you select. Details of how to
link to your phone app can be found here.

Other ways you can support us: 

Donate via PayPal by clicking here.

You may mail a check to the PhRMA Foundation at 950 F Street NW, Suite 300,
Washington DC 20004.

Contact Joanne Westphal if you are interested in a legacy gift to the Foundation.
She can be reached at jwestphal@phrmafoundation.org or 202-572-7756.

Questions about how to apply? Click here for our application guide.

Visit our website for more information

http://www.phrmafoundation.org/paul-campbell-phd-taking-aim-at-pancreatic-cancer/
http://www.phrmafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/AmazonSmileDirectionsforApp-1.pdf
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mailto:jwestphal@phrmafoundation.org
https://grant.grantstream.ca/PhRMA/gsPageGuide.php?lang=en&Page=0#Page0
http://www.phrmafoundation.org/
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